Hi Michael, Gary…

 

Here are some thoughts.  I’m assuming that we only have 6 pages and there is no desire to split the interview across two issues and print more.  I had hoped that more content would have survived the edit room floor.   I’m sure this is the Author’s lament from day one.  But for the most part you fellows have done a very good job winnowing the chafe from the wheat of the transcript.  There are some things I think we can cut from what we have and I’d like to try to add a a couple of other things in their place.  Two items I feel pretty strongly about.  Then, if we have additional column inches to fill, we can cherry pick from what we haven’t already used.  I’ll go over them last.

Here we go:  I’ll start on Page 1 of the PDF [150 of IW]:
 

In the first sentence,  I’d suggest changing the “a” in “during a 1962 Mercury flight” to “his” so it reads “during his 1962 Mercury flight”.  My thinking is that “his” sort of elevates his mission while “a” sort of puts it in the background as ,,just another Mercury flight,,.  I’d like to get the flight/mission name “Mercury Sigma 7” in there because it sounds even better but space is probably a concern.

 

Caption[s] for the first page:  Apollo 7 mission patch [left], Wally Schirra [Offical NASA photo]

 

First paragraph starts “Veteran watch blogger Chuck Maddox”…  I’d prefer “Vintage chronograph collector” if possible.  The blog is almost an afterthought for me, not the focus to what I do within the watch community.

 

Second paragraph, I’m not certain either of the first two sentences is entirely necessary, They are covered in the remaining text and I’d rather cut them from the text and get more content from the interview in it’s place.  They would be good summaries for the Table of Content’s or the “from the publisher’s desk” page though.  Something Gary may want to consider.

 

Next sentence…  I’d change “the sole astronaut” to “the only astronaut”.  Next sentence “He was chosen [or selected – your choice] as commander of Apollo VII, to put NASA’s lunar program back on track after the Apollo I disaster.  The rest of the paragraph is fine.

 

During the interview, I see I’m referred to as “Maddox” while Wally is “Wally”.  I am not familiar with grammar protocol when it comes to interviews, but if Wally is addressed by his first name, perhaps I should be too.  I prefer Chuck among friends and this was really a very friendly conversation.  First names is much closer to the atmosphere Wally and my conversation was in, so I’d prefer that if possible.  It’s also a character shorter and if we can squeeze another line of interview in, I’m all for that!

 

Wally’s first response, second sentence, change “A classic one from Bob Hope” to “A classic one, Vacheron Constantin, from Bob Hope”.  Since this is a watch magazine, people would be interested to know the brand.  After the sentence where Wally mentions John Glenn flying with a Heuer Stopwatch, I’d suggest including a reference to Jeff Stein’s [Phillip Goodloe's] article in IW on Glenn's Heuer.  [You might sell some back issues this way].

We should cut my "Right" comment and append the next bit of Wally's answer to the first response saving a couple of lines too.  In it’s place I’d like to add Wally’s part about “Wally: …  We had actually bought our own Omega’s…”.  It’s important to know the first Speedmasters brought to NASA were Wally and Deke’s personally purchased ones. 

Page 2 [IW page 151]: Let’s change the caption[s] to read, [Above Left] Apollo 16 LM pilot Charlie Duke, Chuck Maddox and Wally Schirra [Feb 17, 2007], Right: “Dauphine Hand Speedmaster similar to Wally’s “First Flown” Speedmaster”.  

The rest of the page is fine though (You’ll be glad to hear I’m sure!)  Nice trim job on the Speedmaster photo BTW!  =)

Page 3 [IW page 152]: Caption[s]: “[Left] Wally prepares to exit Gemini VI capsule aboard recovery carrier U.S.S. Wasp [NASA], [above] Mercury Seven [front row] is joined by the Gemini “New” Nine, Wally’s seated front and center, Tom Stafford, Wally’s Gemini VI pilot, stands second from right back row [NASA]”.

Center column, second group: “Chuck: He was up for what about 31, 32 hours? Wally: Something like that.”  Let’s cut this out completely…  It doesn’t add anything and I’d like to save the space …

The rest of page three looks ok.  I’ll want to go through all the text with a fine tooth comb still though.

Page 4 [IW page 154]: Caption[s]: “[Above] Apollo 7 crew: CM pilot Don Eisele, Commander, Walter M. Schirra Jr. and LM pilot, Walter Cunningham. [Right] Gemini 6 successful second Liftoff attempt.

If we can lose the “Quartz Watches?” and “Time Zones” headers, I’d like to conserve the space for other content.

Rest of the page looks ok.

Page 5 [IW page 156]: Caption[s]: Top photo: “[Right] Wally greets Dr. Wernher Von Braun during a pre-flight briefing [NASA].”.  Bottom Photo: “Preparation of Wally’s Sigma 7” Mercury capsule at Hangar S Cape Canaveral [NASA].”.

I’d like to lose the “Missions” and “Flying again” captions if we can for other content…   and I’d bring up the resulting lines from Page 6 [IW page 157] up to this page if possible.  

Rest of the page looks ok.

Page 6 [IW page 157]: Captions: “Wally (seated), and Tom Stafford, going through suiting up exercises prior to their Gemini VI launch.”.

I’d like to add to Wally’s last coment…  “For the time!  [Laughs]  You didn’t mean to say that did you [laughing]?”  

In the “about the author” part, it’s ok, if you all think it sounds right.  I’d personally probably change it to “Chuck Maddox, a collector and documenter of Vintage chronographs…”  As I still consider myself a student and continue to learn all the time.

Ok…  I mentioned saving up space for additional information from the interview…  I’d like to try to get the part in about 24-hour watches.  Here is the section:

Chuck: One of the questions I wanted to ask was, like I said I had this all typed out and I had to redo it because the change of interviewee!  One of the questions was “How did an Astronaut come into the program, say in Gemini or Apollo, and how did he come to be issued a watch and what was his experience with it...

Wally: Oh I have a great story about that, in fact.  The seven of us were report in at Langley Air Force Base we’re in a room about the size of this area here [about 20’ x 40’ or 50’], in which there are seven steel desks, we called them LSD’s (Large Steel Desks), and this one engineer, his name is in some data, I could find it for you, he came in wearing a 24-hour watch. Said we’re all going to work in 24-hours now, so you all will wear this 24-hour watch.  We put it on, threw our watches off.  Within a week we’re all going crazy trying to read this 24-hour watch.   We were all military men, we could think 24, but we couldn’t read 24…  So about a week later he came in; Harold was his name.  And we said “Harold what time is it”?  And he [Wally makes the motions of: hikes up his left sleeve sees the 24-hour watch then switches and hitches up his right sleeve where he has a conventional 12-hour watch] it’s about 12:30 [Laughter all around]

Chuck: [laughing] and that was the end of that!

Wally: [laughing] He’d just switch arms… Harold Johnson I think it was…

Perhaps this is the wording we can use:

Chuck: Are there any other interesting watch stories you could share?

Wally: Oh I have a great story, in fact.  The seven of us were reporting in at Langley AFB and this one engineer, Harold Johnson, came in wearing a 24-hour watch and said “We’re all going to work in 24-hours now, so you all will wear this 24-hour watch.”  We put it on, threw our watches off.  Within a week we’re all going crazy trying to read this 24-hour watch.   We were all military men, we could think 24, but we couldn’t read 24…  So about a week later he came in and we said “Harold what time is it”?  And he [Wally makes the motions of: hikes up his left sleeve sees the 24-hour watch then switches and hitches up his right sleeve where he has a conventional 12-hour watch] it’s about 12:30 [Laughter] He’d just switch arms…

And add this Interviewer’s comment:

[This is likely the salient reason why NASA did not use the Breitling Cosmonaute after Scott Carpentier’s Aurora 7 Flight.]

I think this passage is a pretty important to include in the article, as it’s watch related and gives us insight as to why NASA went away from the Cosmonaute.  If we can get it to fit with the other edit’s I’ve suggested, great.  Otherwise, if we can get another half a page or page we can find some additional text and photo’s to add if needed.  

Another piece of information I would like to see get into the feature is that Wally’s personal Speedmaster is currently on display at the Johnson Space Center in Houston through 2010.  After that it will likely be returned to the Omega Museum in Bienne Switzerland.  People who may be interested in seeing the first Speedmaster worn in space have a golden opportunity to do so without the need to travel overseas the next few years.  I think that’s worth some column inches and should be included too

I’d also like to see the bit where Wally relates the Aviation Week item about there being, something like 600,000 students in China in engineering, 300,000~400,000 in India and 70,000 in the United States in engineering.  If we have or find we need some more copy to fill an additional half page or column that might be a good piece to add.  This passage hasn’t been quoted to the point of fatigue in the obituaries of Wally as the “I’ve been to space three times, couldn’t find any place to live there, please take care of Planet Earth” passage has.   It reinforces Wally’s concern as to where we should be paying attention in the country.

Overall Michael, it’s really a fine first draft and it looks great.  It’s a solid triple, and with some of the tweaks and additions I think we can stretch it out into an inside the park homer, perhaps a stand-up inside the park home run.
